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Montessori goes mainstream
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The kids who scampered about
construction zones in the San
Lorenzo slums of Rome gave the
work crews fits, Then the builders
heard some woman doctor was
recruiling students for a new
school. They begged her to enrol
the troublemakers in the Casa dei
Bambini.

Maria Montessort agreed. Her
Children's House offered a few
dozen young students freedom.
They coutd sort bloeks, measure
with beads, play with wooden letters
ur explore ancther project of their
choice. They roamed thiough class-
rooms rather than building sites,

* The results of this experiment
launched in Janogry 1907
captivated the sducation world,
inspiring a movement over the next
century that has helped define
child-centred education, There are

at least 8,000 Mootessori scheols
wotldwide.

The American Mamessori Society,
baged in New York, reperted 7%
memberskip growth in just the past
year, and many of the schools are
now geiebrating the centennial of
the Montessori beachhead.

Once considered a maverick
experiment that appezled ofly to

middle-ciass white families, Montes-

sori schools are getting resultsin,
low-income public schools with the
kind of children on which Montes-
sori first tested her ideas.

The stubborn Itutian physu:lan
and her conternporary, the US -~
philosopher and psycholugist John
Di’wey who believed that learn-
ing should be active - are consid.

-1 ered perhaps the most mﬂuemla.l

progressive thinkers in the modern
history of education. But Montes-
sori has had the more tangible

impact, with vznions of ber chitd: * .

cenired practices passed from pre-.
schaal teacher to preschool teacher,

| ors to meet; ‘demand from the

.s0me not even aware of the eriging
of what they are doing.

Her advecacy of unstructured class
time seems antithetical 1o today’s
structured classroois, with their
emphasls on standardised testing.

“'One test of the cotrectness of, .

| educdtional procedure is thé happi- -

ness of the child," Montessori said.
She also declared: “The greatest
sign of success for a teacher .. .isto
be able to say: The children aze now
waorking as if 1 did not exist.”

The president of the American
Maontessori Society, Michael J Dorer,
an eduication professor at the Cal-
lege of St Catherine in St Paul, Min- .
nesota, said creating more public
schools would be the best way to
break'out of the upper-iricome.
aiche that in sorne ways stilt limits
the Mantessori moveraent's’ :rowth :

Diirer said his college and several
others train Muntessori teachers, ..
but there are Ti6t enoatigh instrue

panding n

ber of Mé At _"i.

schools. Some schools with the -
Montessori name don't have many,

or amy, Mantessori-traiped teachers, |

“Anyone can open a schocl and call

| it 2 Montesseri school. There is no

trademark on the name,” Dorer

said. “It's areal problem

Maria Montessori, who lived
from 1870 ta 1957, was & ploneering
doctor ini Italy. She gained inter-

.natfonal notice when the severely

learning-disabled students she -,
worked wnth.passed educational.
tests designed for. non ~disabled
children,

Montessori d:veloped asystern of

- leanunz inlarge open| cln.ssrauma

| different sizes that fit onie to four |

children andwith chairs sized for;
children bf different ages. Various
materials, moltly miade of wood

‘are set out in'a typlcal eh.ssroom

Chiidren choose what they wa.nt :

.| to'do: Achiid may decide to focus
.| 'on learning to tié his shoes rathier
than récognise letters — while his

. The Guardian Weekly

mather grits her teeth. But sventu-
ally, according to the Montessori
way, he will get around te the

© materials that help teach reading
and maths becruse all the activities

are meant to be inviting. Children
move around rather than sit still
and watch the teacher,

The psycnologist Angeline
Stabi Lillard was at first sceptical
of Montessori’a ideas when ghe
started her research 20 years ago.

‘But she found that a strong body of

evidence in developmental psychol-
ogy supports Montessori’s major
conclusions — among them, that
there [s a close relationship betwéen
movenent and cognition, that the
best learning is active and that
order is benedicial for children. :

. Above all, Mantessari was
pn.ctia.‘l She Iooked for what-
worked rather then'what fita
théory. “If schooling were evidence-

.| based,” Lillard says, "I think all .

schoo!s would look a lot more like
Montessor schicols.”
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3z To moudd, mov tpryvpvodoav oty owkodopikés (hveg TV QTYOYEITOVIOY TOL Xav

Aopgvrt;o ¢ Poune, dnuovpyodoay npoB?mpam ota ovvepyeio tov gpyatdyv. Tdte o gpydreg
owodopot dkovsav dri pio yuveika yatpog “otpatoroyel” pabntég pe okomd va dnuovpyfoel éva
KawoLpo oyoieio. Exelvot tnv rapakdhecay vo emtpéyet o8 auTONS TOVS “Tapaties” va eyypagodv
oto oyoieio Casa dei Bambini.

H Mapio Movteooopt sopphvnoe. To Zrit tov moudod npocipepe oe £va pikpd aptdud
pabntdv my eicOnon mg ehevbepiac. Ta madid pnopovcay va ta&vopovv TovBAGKIL, VO METPOTY
He xovipeg, va maifovv pe EOhva ypaupata M vo egegpevvoldv éva ornowdfimote Béua g exhoyng
T0VG. AUTd T0 Tad1d meprhavidviovcay oe aifouoeg kot Oyl 6Ta PéPT KETOW0V KTipiov.

Ta aroteiéopoto avtod Tov mEWpdUOTOG dpyicay va dweaivovtol Tov Iavovdpio tov 1907,
TPOKUAGVTOG TO EVOQEPOV OAOKATPOL TOU EXTABEVTIKOT KOopHOov. To TEipape VO EVETVEVGE TOV
TOMER NG eKRaideEvoNg KatTd T1 Sidpres OAGKANPOY TOV audve Tov axorovinoe kal vafipEe apwydg
OT1 UETUTPORT TOV EKTAIOEVTIKOD GLGTNUATOG 08 MUSOKEVIPIKO. THLEPE LIAPYOLY TovH ord §.000
Movteooopava oxokeia oe ohdKApO TOV KOG O,

H Apepwavikn Movtegoopiavi) Kowdtnia, wov sﬁpaum ot Néa Yopkn, avéeepe nmg 1o
1000070 TV cyorelwv mov evidyOnkov oe avtfy 10 nepacpévo £10g Eptaoe 10 7%. Mdliota ToAAG
and ovtd e oyorein ywoptalovv avtiv M ypovikiy mEpiodo TNV ekeTooT EmMETE0  TOUL
Movtesooplavod GUOTHLTOC.

Kéamote Behpnoav nog avtd 1o neipapa mapovoiole advvapicg 6tov Topéa 1oL cUVTOVIGHOD
Kol 0Tt NTav duvaTd Vot EQUPUOCTEL POVO OTIG HECOUOTIKEG OKOYEVEIES Asvkdv. Onmg TeAikd 1o
Movtecooplavd cdotua gival arotelespatikd kol oe dnpdca oyoiein, oto onoia @oitovy wudu
OIKOYEVEIDV UE TOAD younAd ewoodnuota. Aev rpémel va Egyvape, uowkd, Ot o Todid, 6To ool 1)



Mopic Movieooopt e@dppoce Yo Apd T opa Tig 1866 TS, HTaV AVTAS TG KOWVGVIKNG TAENC.

H eripovn Itakida guoikds pe 11 VEOTEPIOTIK OKEYT Kol 0 AUEPIKOVOC QIAOGOQOE KOl
Yoy oAadyog TCov Ntiovt - 0 oroiog mioteve mwg n pdbnon npénet va eival evepyn - Bempolvial, icog,
OL O CNUAVTIKOL Kot cuvaua poodevtikol dwvooduevol g ohyypovng 1o0topiag g exnaidsvonc.
Q01600, 01 16€8¢ TNG Movieooopt eiyav peyardtepo aviktono, kabdg o1 evalhaKTIKEG TNG TPUKTIKES
népooay and Saoxaro .oe ddokaro. Mdloto pepikoi and ovtovg déyoviav unyavikd ovTEC TIC
EMIPPOES, Ympis xav va yvopilovy tig pileg avtod mov éxavay.

H mpodomon g un opyaveuévng, doov agopd ot ddaxtikés dpec, Ting, £pyxetan of
avtiBeomn pe t onuepwi| opyovepévn Taén, mov divel Epeacn oTig TuROTOMuEveS eEeThoerc.

“Mia evdektikfy doxkipooio v va dodue av Aertovpyel swotd n sxromdevtikr] dadwaocic
givan N xapd tov idov Tov TadoY,” Eheye N Movieoodpl. Eniong dfhave: “H onovdaiotepn évdeiln
T éva dGoKoAO OT1L £YEL METUYEL TO épyo TOV... givon 1o vo uropel va wew: Ta madud tdhpa propovv vo
50VAEBOVY oAV Ve pnv LAfPYa EYQ.”

O npdedpog ¢ auepicavikng Movtesoopiaviig kowdmnrag, Mawk TE. Ntopep, kadnyntig
otov topéa g eknaidevong oto koAréyio St. Cathrine, mov Bpioketor oto St.Paul tng Mivesdra,
oNimoe g 1 dnuwovpyio meprocdtepay dnuécwav  oyoreiov Ba ftov 0 KeAdtepog Tpdmog va,
anootaclonomBsi and Ty avdtepn oucovop,ucci 1a&EN mov, KoTd KGmowo Tpodmo, neplopilel akdua TV
avanToén tov Movtecooplavol GUGTIHUATOS ..

. H Mapia MovieooOp élnoe and 1o 1870 wg 1o 1952 xoi fltav pic apoToRoplak
ytarpog o'cnv Itodio. H Movteoodp anéonace ) 81ebv) mpogoyr, étav ot pebntéc g, o onoiot
glyav pabnolakd apoPrinpata, TEpacay ERLTVYAG EKTABEVTIKES EEETAGELS OV fTtav oxediaouéveg
Y Tedid mov dev avipeThmioy Tétowv gidovg mpofinpata.

H Movteootpt Snuiolpynoe éve cootnpa padnong, 1o onoio dielayeral oe peytheg avouytés
aiBovoeg pe younAid pagia, pe tpoméln SeopeTikdv peyebov £101, GOTE va kKGBovion dveta oc
avtd £vo. £ Téoospa nadid. Eniong ypnoonoince kapékheg mov 10 péyedds Tovg RTaV aviioyo pe
v NAkio ket 1o copatéturo tov nabiod. Emniéov, oe pio Tumkn poviescopiav taEn vrdpyovy
owapopo avrikeipeva priaypéve kuping and Ehro.

23 Ta noudie endéyovy 11 Bhovv va kavouv. Bve nadi, yio mopdderypa, iong anopacicst va
ECTIAOEL 6TO vo paBer va dével Ta kopddvin tov mapd ve puddel vo avayvopilet ypappoato g
al@aPntov. ARG, TeAKE, oOpeava pe T Movieooopuuvi) néBodo, autd 1o tadi 8o £pbst oe enaen
pe T vhwed mov 0o to Pondicovv va Sidaybel avéyvoon xol podnuaticd, xobhg diec ot
SpaotnplotnTeg etval oyedlOOUEVEG PE OKOTTO v eAkDoLY T0 sviiupépov tav mabuby. Ta modid
pryupiCovv péoa oty 16&n avri va kdBoviar axivnta Kot ve mapoxkoriovfoly to daokohro.

H wyoyohdyos Avileriva Ztord Alhopvr fiav opyikd EMQUACKTIKA Me TG 1888C NG
Movteooopt, Otav ekeivn dpyioe g £pevvég g 20 ypovia mpv. Oume, Pprake éva woxupd Babpo
amooeifeny oy avomtvlokn  yuxohoyin mov  vmootnpilovy  TEAKG TO  oMUOVTIKOTEPQ
OVUTEPACHATE TNG, UavApesw ot onoin, OTL VIAPYEL Pia OTEV OYEOT AVANESH OTNY KiVoN KOl 011
yvoon, dnAadn Ot 1 kakltepn pddnom Exel evepyntiki popen ko 6Tt T ksheboporoe eivan
EVEPYETIKG Y10 TA TTAULOLE.

To onuaviikotepo  Ohav eivar 611 1 Movieoodpt giye mpaxtikd avedpe. Tnv evdiépepe
REPIOCOTEPO va SamCTAVEL TL AEITOVPYEL KoAd oty IPpasn mapd va dwapopedos pia Oewpia. “Edv
n dwrawdaydynor Pacitétay oe anodeifers” Afer n Alhapvr, “vouilm dia ta oyoleia B fpowlav
eplocotepo pe ta Moviescoplavd oyoreia.”



